Application No. 09/981,029 
Amendment dated October 12, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of May 12, 2004 

REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

In the specification, the first paragraph of the Summary of the Invention 
and The Abstract have been amended to reflect the invention as further defined 
in this amendment. The amended paragraphs are supported in the Description 
Section of the application on page 22, line 32, to page 23, line 11. 

Claims 1 through 25 stand rejected. Claims 1 through 25 have been 
canceled. New Claims 26 through 48 has been added to further define the 
invention. The new claims are fully supported by the original disclosure. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1-25 stand rejected as obvious over cited prior art. Because 
Applicants have canceled the rejected claims, a response to the obviousness 
rejections is mute. 



9 



Application No. 09/981,029 
Amendment dated October 12, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of May 12, 2004 



CONCLUSION 

It is believed that the present application now stands in condition for 
allowance. Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be 
issued in this case. Should the examiner believe a telephone call would expedite 
the prosecution of the application, he is invited to call Linda K. Russell at the 
number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted 




Thomas N. Hendryx ^ 
Registration No. 54,934 



Date: October 12, 2004 
Air Liquide 

2700 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1800 
Houston, Texas 77056 
Phone: (713) 624-85956 
Fax: (713) 624-8950 




I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 1.8(a) 
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